
NEWSOME MILLS CAMPAIGN

NEWSOME WARD COMMUNITY FORUM

Newsome Mills sits at the heart of 
Newsome - both geographically and 
historically. The mill was founded 
by John Taylor in 1827 and was a 
working woollen textile mill right 
up until 1983. The mill is most 
familiarly associated with the firm 
of Taylor & Littlewood, formed in 
1873 when Ephraim Beaumont 
Taylor went into partnership with 
Joshua Littlewood. The firm’s order 
books were still full in 1978.

“Sleeping giant of Yorkshire’s industrial past”
Newsome residents are working to protect this local landmark. Can you help with our campaign?

Newsome Mills

Campaign contact:
Diane Sims

07941 652836
sims31@btinternet.com The main building on the site is an 

impressive four-storey mill with 
integral clock tower. This is the 
most prominent bu i ld ing in 
Newsome and is also a well-known 
Huddersfield landmark. It can be 
seen clearly from Huddersfield 
town centre and the surrounding 
district. Newsome Mills is a key 
part of the identity and history of 
the Newsome area - and local 
residents want to preserve it. 
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Our campa ign began in 
November 2007 when the 
owners of the main mil l 
building, Royalle Estates, 
announced that they wanted 
to demolish Newsome Mill. 
At this time, only the clock 
tower and gateway had listed 
building status, and Kirklees 
Council were seeking legal 
advice about the status of 
the rest of the buildings. 
We made an application to 
English Heritage for the 
listing to be extended. 
Eng l i sh Her i ta ge 
responded quickly to our 
request, and a new listing 
was issued in January 
2008. The four-storey 
mi l l , c lock tower, 
weaving sheds, office 
building, gateway arch 
and gate lodge now all have Grade II 
listed building status.

Mill awarded Grade II listed building status

Fire, theft and flytipping
During the time that Newsome Mill has 
stood empty, the buildings have been 
treated very badly. There have been two 
suspicious fires, asset strippers have 
ransacked the buildings, the clock and 
gateway arch have been damaged and 
flytippers have blighted the site. We have 
worked with Kirklees Council, our ward  
councillors and the police to deal with 
these problems. We have also  kept local 
people informed about what they can do 
to help. Newsome residents have kept 
watch over the mill during these difficult 
months , and ha ve repor ted any 
suspicious incidents to the police. We 
have also talked to the owners and the 
council about what can be done to make 

the site more secure.



NEWSOME MILLS CAMPAIGN

NEWSOME WARD COMMUNITY FORUM

Residents recover stolen war memorial

Urgent Works carried out at Newsome Mills
In July 2008 Kirklees Council took action against the owners 
of Newsome Mill. The council issued an Urgent Works 
notice, which required the owner to secure the buildings 
properly. As a result of this notice, all the windows and doors 
were properly boarded up, the rear of the weaving sheds 
were made secure, and metal fencing was put up around the 
back of the mill. The owners a l so had the f l yt ipping 
c leared away, and they 
placed boulders across the 
entrances to keep vehicles 
off the site. This work 
fo l lowed months o f 
campaigning by members 
o f Ne wsome Ward 
Community Forum, the 
Victorian Society and 
other supporters.

In March 2008 we made a public appeal for the return of the Newsome Mills war memorial, which had 
been stolen from the site. The memorial plaque, which bears the names of seven workers from 
Newsome Mills who died 
during the First World 
War, was returned to us 
anonymously. Sadly, the 
plaque had been damaged 
in the process of being 
forced away from the wall. 
We are now custodians of 
the Newsome Mills war 
memorial. We intend to 
get the plaque restored by 
a professional conservator 
and returned to its rightful 
place at Newsome Mills. 
The thef t o f the war 
memorial shocked local 
residents, and we have 
continued to campaign for 
more on-site security at 
Newsome Mills.
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The fight to save Newsome Mill Ponds
The mill ponds and the former 
workers ’ a l lo tment s i te a t 
Newsome Mills have recently 
been ta rgeted by proper ty 
developers. Newsome residents 
have fought against   these 
unsympathetic plans to demolish 
the nineteenth century mill pond 
and build a modern housing 
estate in front of the main 
elevation of Newsome Mills.  
This open space right at the 
heart of Newsome is valued by 
local people, who would like to 
develop it as a heritage green 
space. The two ponds are well-
used by wildlife, including bats,  
herons and nesting ducks. We 
want to develop a multi-faceted 
community project on this site,  
should the owners agree. The 
lease is owned by Bradford 
firm Benjamin Bentley, who are 
the former owners of the mill.

Ne wsome Ward Community 
Forum have formed a working 
group to plan for the possible 
community use of the site. The 
g roup inc ludes re s idents , 
members of the Newsome Mills 
Campaign , the Ne wsome 
allotments development group, 
the Campaign to Protect Rural 
England, and local advisors on 
renewable energy, wildlife and 
biodiversity issues.  Our vision 
is for the site to be used for the 
benefit of local people and 
wildlife, and for the impressive 
nineteenth century mill pond 
to be preser ved. We are 
looking for support, advice 

and expertise to help us make this 
community vision a reality.
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One of the nation’s top ten Victorian gems
In September 2008, the 
Victorian Society included 
Newsome Mills on their list 
of the top ten endangered 
Victorian and Edwardian 
buildings in England and 
Wales . The mi l l wa s 
included on the list because 
of the level of support that 
ha s been shown by 
Newsome residents, but 
a lso because the mil l ’s 
future is still uncertain. We 
have worked closely with 
groups like the Victorian 
Society and Huddersfield 
Civic Society to raise the 
profile of Newsome Mills. 

“Newsome Mill is a significant landmark in West Yorkshire. As a symbol of 
Huddersfield’s historic importance, it has huge potential to contribute to the future of 
the region and be a source of local and national pride. We hope this further recognition 
of its significance will help manufacture a better future for this sleeping giant of 
Yorkshire’s industrial past.”

[Alex Baldwin, Conservation Advisor, the Victorian Society]

Newsome Mills’ inclusion in the ‘top ten’ was featured in:
The Sunday Telegraph, The Yorkshire Post, The Huddersfield Examiner and Country Life magazine.
It was also featured on BBC Radio Leeds, Pulse Radio and the BBC Look North news (BBC1).
Online coverage included: BBC news online, 24 Hour museum and the Kirklees Council web site.
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The aims of the Newsome Mills campaign

Please contact us to get involved with the campaign 
and help secure a future for Newsome Mills

 To make sure that no further damage is done to the buildings at Newsome Mills.

To encourage Kirklees Council to work closely with Royalle Estates to help them submit 
their new plans, and for these plans to be sensitive to the mill buildings.

To campaign for some heritage protection measures for the mill ponds and the coach house 
buildings.

 To raise the profile of Newsome Mills.

To get the damaged war memorial restored and make sure that it is returned to its rightful 
place on the mill site.

 To make sure that the mill clock is sensitively restored and working again.

To oppose any further planning applications that involve the destruction of the mill ponds, 
or any of the other buildings at Newsome Mills.

To get the mill ponds and the land at Hart Street returned to public or community 
ownership, so that the site can be managed by the local community.

 To develop a business plan for the community use of the mill pond site.

To gather information about the history of the mill site, including plans, records and 
people’s memories of the working life of the mill.

Newsome Mills Campaign contact:
Diane Sims

Tel. 07941 652836
Email: sims31@btinternet.com

Correspondence to:
Ruth Elliott (Secretary)

Newsome Ward Community Forum
122 Hall Bower Lane

Huddersfield
HD4 6RN

Email: ruth.elliott2@ntlworld.com
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